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Black Children in America: 1993

TheBlack population in the

United States numbed 32 million
in March 1993, constituting 13 per
cent of the Natios'total. This
Brief uses data collected by the
March 1993 Curent Population
Survey (CPS) and other sces

to examine the state of Black
Americans. It includes a special
emphasis on chil@n.

Many analytical studies now
compae the conditions of Blacks
with those of Whites whoeanot of
Hispanic origin — that is, non-
Hispanic Whites. Wher1993 data
are available for non-Hispanic
Whites, this Brief compas data for
Blacks to them; otherwise, Blacks
are compaed with all Whites as has
been customary in prious Bueau
of the Censuseports and Brief3.

Population Growth

Betwee 1980 and 1993 the Black
population increasd an aerag o
1.4 percen per year three imes te
annuagrowth rate d the ron-His-
panc White populatian (04 percent).
Mog of this gowth

1Seedorge déPinal, “Exploring Alternative
Race-Ethré Comparison Groupin Current
Populatin Surveys,” Departmerof Commerce,
U.S Bureau 6the GensusP23-182 U.S Gov-
ernmet Printing Office, WashingtonDC, De-
cember 1992.

The erms “White nobHispanic,” “non-Hispanic
White,” and “White noof Hispanic origin” are
usal interchangeaplin the report.
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(84 perceny came from naturd in-
creag (births mnus deaths) the re-
mainde came from immigration.

Fertility

Bladk women continte © hawve a
higher fertility rate han White
women The fertility rate is the rum-
be of live kirths per 1,000 women
15 0 44 yeas dd. In 199Q Black
women hed a ate d 92; the rate for
White women wes 67.

The Back-White fertility gap has
narrowa for unmarrial teers (15-17
years) In 1970, the fertility rate for
unmarriel teers was 10 times Hgher
for Blacks han Whites (78 versts 8;
by 1990 it was jud 4 imes tigher
(81 comparel with 20). Notably the
fertility rate for unmarriel Black
teers increasd anly dightly — from
78 to 81— over tre -yea period
betwea 1970 and 1990.

Children

Thete were 67 million dildren under
age 18 in the United Sates in 1993,
down 2 million from 197Q Abou

11 million o thee dildren (16 per-
cen) were Back In 1993 dhildren
comprisel 33 percen of the Back
population and 24 ercen of the ron-
Hispant White population By com-
parison badk in 1970, 43 gercen of
the Black and 34 percen of the
White population wes uinde age 18.

The rumbe of children is expected
to read 72 million in the year

200 and 2 million in 2050, It

is pojectal tha in 2050 20 percent
of al children will be Back The
non-Hisparg White ppulation is -
pect@ tb comprie £ percent down
from 68 percer in 19932 This is
due pimarily to the expectel in-
creag in the $ae d births © Blacks
and racid and ethnic goups aher
than ron-Hispant Whites

2Day, Jennife Cheesemari Population

Projections bthe Unitel Sates by Age, Sex,
Race and Hispanic Origin:1993 o 2050; U.S.
Bureau 6the GensusCurrert Population Re-
ports P25-1104 U.S. GovernmenhPrinting Of-
fice, Washington DC, 1993,

November 1992.
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] Male householder,
no spouse present

] Female householder,

Family Type b y Race

(Percent) no spouse present
- Married-couple
Black White White, not
Hispanic
28.0
403 43.8 | 46.7

1970 1980 1990 1993 1970 1980 1990 1993 1993

Note: The percents for “male householders, no spouse present” are not shown
separately in the bar segments; they can be derived through subtraction.

Living Arrangements o f Children [ Neither parent

(Percent) [ Father only
I Mother only
I Both parents
Black White White, not
Hispanic

1.8 2.2 1.8 1.9 1i5

9.7 12.0 7.5 7.4

1970 1980 1990 1993 1970 1980 1990 1993 1993

Note: The percents for “father only” are not shown separately in the bar segments;
they can be derived through subtraction.

Families

The Nation containel more than 63
million families in 1993 12 percent
were Badk and 78 percern were ron-
Hispant White. The composition of
Blad families hes changel dramati-
cally over tre pad quarter-century.
Married-coupt families declined
from 68 percen of all Black families
in 1970 to 48 ercert in 1993 On
the che hand the percert main-
tained by dther a femat a male
withou a poue pesent ros from
28 to 47 percent fo women and from
4 1o 6 percent fo men) High rates
of maritd separatio and dvorce &
well as a hrge proportian of
never-marrid women with cildren,
were factos @ntributing to he dift
in family composition.

Livin g Arrangements d Children

In 1993 Bladk families were nore
likely than non-Hispant White fami-
lies © incluce dhildren (67 percent
versts 4 percent) Becaus dvorce
ard dngle parenthod have kecome
more owmmon a snalle proportion
of Black

children are living with two parents.
This proportian dropped from 59 per-
cent in 1970 to 36 percen in 1993.
In 1993 over half

(54 perceny of all Bladk children
lived with ther mothe only;

7 percent lived with reithe parent. In
contrast 79 percen of non-

Hispant White dildren lived in
two-parent families16 percent re-
sided with ther mothe only, end 2
percen lived with reithe parent A
similar proportion of both Bladk and
non-Hisparg White cildren (3 per-
cent) reside with their fathe only in
1993 Bladk children unde age 6
were less likely (32 percent) than
olde Black children (38 percent) to
live with both parents A dmilar per-
centa@ d non-Hispant White dil-
dren unde age 6 and between 6 and
17 yeas lived in wo-parent families.

In 1993, Black children were —

= Almogt three imes nore likely
than non-Hispant White dildren o
hawe an ebsen parent (@ versts 21
percent).
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® Almog nine imes nore gt than
non-Hisparg Whites © live with a
parert who hed neve married (33
versts 4 gercent).

® Four times rore likely than non-
Hispant Whites 1 live with their
grandparest (12 percert com-pared
with 3 percent) Mog of these Black
children (53 percen} dso lived with
ther mother (bt not their fathey and
the percentag wes even higher for
Black children unde age 6 66 per-
cent).

In addition, Bladk children living
with two parens were nore likely
than those residirg with only their
mother b have a @ren who had
earne & leas a tachelors cegree
(15 versts 5 ercent).

Child Care

With the increasig participation

of women in the labor force the de-
mard for child care is dvided anong
organizel child care and care ro-
vided by family members In 1991,
mog Bladk and White preschool-age
children with working mothes re-
ceived care in a tome ewvironment
— dther theis a someor dse’s.
Nearly 3 in 10 Black preschooles re-
ceived care in ther own home while
ther mothes worked the figure for
Whites wes dightly higher (& per-
cent) Amorg dildren getting in-
home are the fathe was the nost
comma provider (%6 percent for
Black children and 58 percent for
White dildren).

Many working mothes ae urning to
grandparemstfor help. In 1991,

a dmilar proportian of Black

ard White preschooles whos noth-
ers worked were aral for by their
grandparemstin ther grandparents’
home (12 percen and

8 percent, respectively).

Health Insurance Coverage

In 1992 59 million (88 percen} of
the Nation's 67 million children had
healh insurane mverage Abou 86
percem of Black and 88 percen of
White children hed dther private o
governmehhealh insurane cver-
age Amorg the insured Bladk chil-

dren (58 perceny were nore likely
than White dildren (23 percent) to
hawe governmehhealt insurance.

Schod Enroliment

In 1993 aout 7 million children
were erolled in rursey schod and
kindergarten About 1 nillion of
them were Back and 6 nillion were
White. Cf the 1 nillion Black chil-
dren 414,0® were in rursey school
ard anothe 687,0® in kindergarten.
The® btak ae rearly twice hos in
nursey schod and éou one and
one-half thos in kindergarte in
197Q In both 1993 end 1970 a $m-
ilar proportian of Black and White 3
and 4yea olds were erolled in
school (9 percen and 41 gercent
compare with 23 percert and 20
percent).

Sine 1970 the poportion of Black
preschooles in public rather tha pri-
vate £hod has emaine datistically
unchanged Bladk preschobchil-
dren however were gill twice &
likely as White dhildren to be en-
rolled in public £hook (74 percent
versis 34 percent).

Looking & older children we e
tha the aanud high shod dropout
rate for Blacks declined from 11 per-
cert in 1970 to 5 percert in 1993.
The dopout ra¢ for Whites dipped
from 5 © 4 percent In 1993 there
was no tatisticd difference in the
annuahigh shod dropout ra¢ o
Blacks and Whites.

Educationd Attainment

The ceclire in high <hod dropout
rates for Blacks is reflectel in im-
proved high schod completion per-
centages In 1993 83 percen of
Blacks aged 25 o 34 tad completed
high <hool up from 75 percenin
198Q For Whites the figure in-
creasd dightly over tre period 87
to 88 percent) The poportion aged
25 o 34 who were ollege gaduates
remainel unchangd betwea 1980
and 1993 for both Blacks (12 to 13
percent and Whites (25 percent).

Family Income

Medien family income in constant
19 dollars was uinchangd in 1992
from its 1969 level Black families
logt grourd to White families over
the period In 1969, Bladk median
family incone wes 6L percer of
Whites by 1992 it had declined to
54 percent.

Family incorre dd rise however, for
Black married-coupt families It
climbed from $26,1® in 1969 to
$34,2@ in 1992 — a 3-percehin-
crease As a esult Bladk married-
coupk families dosed the ggp an
ther White counterparts, frm 72
percem of White married-couple
family incone in 1969 to 80 gercent
in 1992.

Black married-coupt families dso
had the highes median income
($34,200 of any Bladk family type.
When the® ouples red no children,
ther median incone wes 15 percent
lower than thoe cuples with dhil-
dren ($30,8® comparel with
$36,360) For White married-couple
families the mrrespondig dfferen-
tial was 11 percent (There wes ro
statistich differenc in the 15 ad 11
percen differential far Bladk and
White married-coupt families in-
come) Amorg dl Bladk families,
howevey incone wes lower for those
with dhildren $18,560) tha those
without ($26,35Q) For Whites there
was no tatisticd difference The df-
ferential fo Bladk families in part,
reflecs the Hgh proportian of Black
families maintainel by women with
children Thee families were d the
bottan o the family inconre ladder.
Their median inconme wes $10,390
— a mere D percen of Bladk mar-
ried-coupk families with children
($36,360) The cmmparabt percent-
acge for Whites (35 percen} was
somewhahigher.

Poverty

Over tte lag quarter-century,

the poverly rate hes risen dlamatical-
ly for dl children in families,
regardles d race from 14 percert in
1960 to 21 perceriin 1992) In
1992 Bladk children were three
times & likely as White children
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Median Income of Familie s Without

Children by Type [ Black

0 white
(In 1992 dollars)

Married couple

Femal e householder,
no spous e present

30,860
40,370
38,310
26,740 19,550
28,950 27970 29,320
16,660
22,450
1ﬂ
1969 1979 1992 1969 1979 1992
Median Income of Familie s With
Children by Type [ Black
Whi
(In 1992 dollars) I vhie
Marrie d couple Femal e householder,
36,360 no spous e present
2,930 43070 45,290
38,270
26,520
12,450
19,590 10,390
17,170 15.700
12,640
1969 1979 1992 1969 1979 1992
Poverty Rate of Familie s With Children
(Percent)
50
40 Black — —
pa- "
30
20
White
10 "
0

1969 1971 1973 1975 1977 1979 1981 1983 1985 1987 1989 1991 1992

to live in poverty (46 percen versus
16 percent) Bladk children hed es-
pecialy high poverl rates

if they lived in a amily maintained
by a woman without a gpouse
present (8 percent) the mrrespond-
ing figure for Whites was

45 percent.

In 1992 31 percen of all Black fam-
ilies lived in poverty up from the 28
percem poor in 1969 Cf these poor
families 20 percen were maintained
by married couples 75 percen by
women with o poue gesentand 5
percem by men with o oue pes-
ent A highe percentag d poor
White (61 percent) tha o poor
Bladk families (20 percen} were
maintaine by married couples.

Mor e Information:

An ypcomirg report The Back Pop-
ulation in the United Sates: March
1993, will expard on the data in this
Brief. It will be available in late fall
1994 Conta¢ Customer Services
(301-763-4100) foorderirg informa-
tion.
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Anthony Black
301-763-2446

This Brief is one of a series that
presents information of cuent

policy intelest. It may include data
from businesses, households, or
other souces. All statistics @& sub
ject to sampling variabilityas well

as survey design flawsspondent
classification erors, and data pc-
essing mistakes. The Census Bu
reau has taken steps to minimize er
rors, and analytical statements have
been tested and meet statistical
standads. Howevetecause of
methodological diffemces, use

caution when comparing these data

with data fom other souwes.




